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The vital role of landing craft  
 
Landing craft and their crews are often overlooked in the popular memory of D-Day. 
They are considered only as the delivery mechanism for the troops that they carried, 
rather than as an integral part of the operation. They did not possess the sleek lines 
of more traditional warships, were sometimes viewed as a 'second rate' part of the 
navy, and were often crewed by men with no previous sea-going experience. Their 
crews received only relatively brief training, yet were given considerable 
responsibility for their craft and passengers at what was usually a young age. 
 
Landing craft were designed for the special circumstances of an opposed 
amphibious landing, in which troops have to be landed onto beaches rather than at a 
port or quayside. They possessed a shallow draft so that they could get close to the 
water’s edge and land troops in only shallow water, and a ramp that enabled the 
troops to exit the craft rapidly and go into action the moment they did so. While 
landing craft did play a significant role in other operations in WW2, for example in the 
Mediterranean and Pacific, D-Day can be seen as their most important moment. 
 
Landing craft had their origins in the First World War, but most of those used in WW2 
originated from late 1930s British and US designs which were developed as the war 
progressed. The Landing Craft, Tank (LCT) Mk.1 was built in 1940, and was developed 
in 1941 to create the LCT Mk.3, of which 235 were built. LCT 7074 is a Mk.3*, the 
star indicating that it was part of a group of craft built slightly later (1943-44) to 
modified plans. Despite variations in design, all types of LCTs fulfilled the same role. 
The design struck a balance between carrying a reasonable number of combat 
vehicles in one landing craft, yet without putting too many vehicles in a single craft 
which could potentially all be lost to a single enemy attack. On D-Day the Allies used 
768 LCTs (444 at the Anglo-Canadian beaches and 324 in the American landings) 
representing just under 20% of the total number of landing ships and craft used in 
the operation. This indicates the importance of LCTs to the landings. British-crewed 



LCTs like LCT 7074 operated at all five Allied beaches on and after D-Day, not just 
at the Anglo-Canadian beaches. 
 
Nearly 100 Royal Navy LCT crewmen were killed during the Normandy landings 
(June-August 1944), equivalent to the complete crews of around 8½ craft (the figure 
for US LCT crew deaths has not been researched). On D-Day itself there were 
deaths amongst the crews of around 18 Royal Navy LCTs, illustrating that the LCTs 
were very much involved in the assault landing, not just ferrying troops across the 
Channel. Nearly half the Allies’ LCTs were put out of action by the gale some two 
weeks after D-Day. Though many could be repaired, this increased the strain on the 
remainder. 
 
 
LCT 7074’s role on and after D-Day 
 
On D-Day, LCT 7074 was carrying ten Sherman tanks of the British 7th Armoured 
Division, bound for Gold Beach. This division was not one of those tasked with the 
initial landings, but began going ashore on the day after D-Day. Just under a week 
later, the division was controversially repulsed by numerically inferior German forces 
while trying to break through a gap in the enemy lines – an action that if successful, 
might have forced the Germans back along a wide frontage. 
 
Landing craft continued to be essential after German resistance in the immediate 
area of the Normandy beaches had ceased. D-Day was not an end in itself, but the 
beginning of a long campaign. The Allies’ first objective was to gain a sufficient 
foothold so that the Germans could not push them back into the sea. This involved 
what has been called the ‘battle of build-up’, in which the Allied had to bring troops 
and supplies to Normandy by sea, faster than the Germans could bring them by land 
(hampered as they were by Allied attacks to the road and rail network of France). On 
the days after D-Day, some 50% of the ships and larger landing craft arriving off the 
Normandy coast were LCTs. LCT 7074 carried troops across the Channel 32 times 
during the Normandy campaign. When one considers loading and unloading times, 
this indicates that the craft and its crew had little time to rest! 
 
 
The uniqueness of LCT 7074: other surviving vessels connected with D-Day 
 
A small number of ships and small craft that took part in the Normandy Landings still 
survive in the UK. Most notable are the cruiser HMS Belfast (operated by IWM), and 
MTB 102 and MGB 81 (two small craft operated by Portsmouth Naval Base Property 
Trust). See http://www.dday.center/d-day-at-home-historic-ships.html for a fuller list. 
 
A few dozen WW2 landing craft of other types also survive, either restored in 
museums, in use as working craft or houseboats, or in poor state of repair. The 
history of the smaller craft is often not known. Around 14 of the much larger LSTs 
(Landing Ship, Tanks) survive as heritage vessels or in working use. For example, 
three “Landing Ship, Tank” vessels (LST 325, 393 and LST 510), which took part in 
the Normandy Landings still exist in the USA. Other surviving D-Day veteran ships 
include battleship USS Texas and Liberty Ship SS Jeremiah O’Brien (both preserved 
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in the USA). Yet none of these are landing craft of the types that carried troops 
ashore in the first hours of D-Day, as did so many LCTs. 
 
Very few of the surviving craft with a known link to D-Day are landing craft that the 
public can actually go on board and explore. LCT 7074 is apparently the only LCT 
from the Normandy campaign that survives anywhere in the world. The fact that LCT 
7074’s D-Day period superstructure is apparently virtually intact despite various post-
1944 uses (emergency repairs ship, club house, nightclub) makes her even more 
significant as an artefact that can be interpreted to tell the story of D-Day.  
 
Two other Second World War LCTs are known to survive: 

 LCT 203, a Mk.V LCT built 1942 in USA and now named Outer Island, 
operates on Lake Superior, USA, working as a dredge and construction barge 
(meaning that its superstructure has been heavily modified). Took part in the 
Allied landings in the South of France, August 1944. 
http://ww2lct.org/mk5/201_250/lct203.htm  

 LCT(R) 147, a Mk.II LCT built in 1941 in UK, converted to a rocket-firing 
LCT(R) in Portsmouth Dockyard 1943, and operated in the Mediterranean in 
WW2. It was used for clandestine immigration to Israel 1946-1948, then 
operated by the Israeli navy. It is now at a museum in Haifa, Israel. 
http://www.hnsa.org/hnsa-ships/ins-af-al-pi-chen/  

 
 
Contextual information held by the D-Day Museum 
 
The D-Day Museum holds considerable material about landing craft and their crews, 
including: 

 The archive of the LST and Landing Craft Association, which includes the 
memoirs of some 500 landing craft veterans as well as photographs and other 
material. 

 Twelve union jack and white ensign flags flown on landing craft and barges on 
D-Day, as well as other artefacts that belonged to landing craft crewmen. 

 Through a Heritage Lottery Fund grant we commissioned Legasee 
Educational Trust to conduct video interviews with four landing craft veterans 
in 2015. The questions they were asked (e.g. about equipment and life on 
board) were formulated in consultation with Nick Hewitt of NMRN, with a view 
to the interviews being potentially useful for the future interpretation of LCT 
7074. 

o Paul De La Motte Harrison, officer on LCT 7069, the same type of LCT 
as 7074 (the two craft were built next to each other, and he went on 
board her many times): http://www.legasee.org.uk/operation-
overlord/the-archive/paul-harrison/  

o Vic Bignall, crewman on LCT 2453: 
http://www.legasee.org.uk/operation-overlord/the-archive/vic-bignall/ 

o  Mick Jennings, crewman on LCT 795: 
http://www.legasee.org.uk/operation-overlord/the-archive/mick-
jennings/  

o Ron Smith, crewman on LCT 947: 
http://www.legasee.org.uk/operation-overlord/the-archive/ron-smith/  
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 A number of landing craft veterans (including former LCT crewmen) were 
interviewed by the Normandy Veterans Association as part of their 2013-2014 
video interviewing project. We now hold this archive as well. 

 
There are also a number of local sites that have connections with landing craft, 
including LCTs: 

 Landing craft were modified and repaired in Portsmouth Dockyard. For 
example, LCTs were converted into rocket-firing LCT(R) craft there. Some 
LCTs underwent repairs in the Dockyard due to damage suffered when 
landing troops in Normandy. 

 For several days before D-Day, and for weeks afterwards, landing craft 
embarked troops at several locations in and around Portsmouth. The main 
local sites where LCTs would have embarked troops were on the Gosport 
side of Portsmouth Harbour: at Hardway, Beach Street (near where the 
Portsmouth-Gosport ferry arrives) and Stokes Bay. 

 Once loaded with troops, dozens of LCTs and other landing craft waited in the 
Solent before D-Day, until given the orders to set sail for Normandy. 

 
Other resources 
 

 Archive film of British troops loading onto LCTs at Gosport and departing for 
Normandy: http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/1060019401  

 Archive film of British troops landing on Hayling Island from LCTs and smaller 
landing craft in training (Exercise Fabius, shortly before D-Day): 
http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/1060042565  

 Archive film of US troops loading onto an LCT: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gewiAUjVDmY  
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